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T H E  M A R I T I M E
H E R I T A G E  F E S T I V A L



A  C E L E B R A T I O N
O F  T H E  S E A

C R A F T ,  C U L T U R E , 
C O A S T A L  C U I S I N E

The sea is at the heart of Abu Dhabi’s culture, society and economy. The sparkling water is 
our daily companion, as we look across our islands and mangroves to the Arabian Gulf. But 
more than that, it feeds us, supports us and brings peace and joy to the whole population. 

Our cultural traditions have always centred on the sea – from daily fishing for sustenance and 
trade to the pearl diving that supplied the world with precious jewels for centuries. This year, 
we invite all the residents of Abu Dhabi and beyond to discover the old traditions and new 
innovations that make our culture unique.

Welcome to the Maritime Heritage Festival, a celebration of Abu Dhabi and the sea.

Through artisan demonstrations, workshops, live music, tantalising foods and immersive 
storytelling, you will experience a side of Emirati culture that is rarely seen beyond our 
shores – and learn some new techniques to use at home, too.  



O U R  L O C A T I O N



T I C K E T  P R I C E S

S A F E T Y  A N D 
S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

The Maritime Heritage Festival is committed to the preservation of ocean biodiversity and 
the promotion of clean seas and beaches. Please help us by carefully disposing of your litter 
and being aware of any other pollutants.  

You can be reassured that the festival has strong health and safety measures in place and 
is following the government’s Green Pass protocol on Covid precautions for everyone’s 
wellbeing. Please refer to your ticket for full details before arrival.

Admission

Children (5-11): 15 AED
Adults (12+): 30 AED

Click here to purchase your tickets

https://abu-dhabi.platinumlist.net/event-tickets/82982/maritime-heritage-festival/ticket-office?id_event_show=756968


P R O G R A M M E
H I G H L I G H T S



F I S H E R M E N ' S 
M A R K E T

T R A D I T I O N A L  G A M E S

T R A D I T I O N A L 
R O W I N G  R A C E S

With a live fish auction, a fish market, brilliant seafood producers and chefs, 
demonstrations on cleaning, salting and spicing fish, and an interactive fishing 
trail, the Abu Dhabi Fishermen Cooperative Society will showcase the skills and 
traditions of the fishing community that feeds our city.

Daily - 4.00pm onwards 
Location: Fishermen's Market

Communal playing of sports and games goes back millennia in all cultures, and 
Abu Dhabi is no exception. During the Maritime Heritage Festival, the Emirates 
Heritage Club will be holding daily games tournaments, where you can watch 
everything from hand-to-hand wrestling, known as Al Mutaraha, to Al Tabba – 
like baseball but played with palm fronds and dates.

Daily - 4.00pm onwards 
Location: Traditional Games

With five 40ft races over 10 days, the Emirates Heritage Club brings you the Maritime 
Heritage Festival Rowing Tournament. Join the Nawakhtha (the boat owners) on the 
shore to watch the teams as they compete to be in the race finals and, ultimately, to 
be awarded the championship title at the Ceremony on 26 March.

18, 20, 22, 24 and 26 March - 5:30pm
Location: Traditional Games



P O L I C E  C H A M P I O N S H I P 
F O R  H E R I T A G E  G A M E S 
F I N A L S

Watch the Police Championship for Heritage Games Finals on the last day of the 
Maritime Heritage Festival, as part of the Ministry of Interior's Jubilee celebrations, 
when the winners from the tournament so far will go head to head to win the ultimate 
title. Watch the UAE’s finest policemen compete through the day on 27 March, before 
the winners’ ceremony rewards the victors.

27 March - 5.30pm
Location: Traditional Games

F A L C O N R Y
One of the UAE’s proudest practices, and inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, falconry has been used to hunt for at least 
4,000 years. Discover the strong bond between these intelligent, valuable birds of prey 
and their trainers, see the kookha – the ancient method of trapping falcons – at the 
festival, and watch the birds in action as Abu Dhabi Falconers Club demonstrates their 
incredible instincts and skills.

Daily - 4.00pm onwards
Location: Falconry Show



W O R K S H O P S
F A M I L Y  W O R K S H O P S

D I Y  A C C E S S O R I E S 
W O R K S H O P S

Get creative with the family as you explore all things marine through arts and craft 
activities. Experiential workshops include weaving shoals of fish, creating air-dry 
clay fish wall hangings and making textile seascapes.

Daily - 4.30pm, 6.00pm, 7.30pm and 9.00pm
Weaving Fish
Catch of the Day!
Textured Seascapes
Location: Family Workshops

Get your creative juices flowing to create arty accessories inspired by nautical 
style, making great souvenirs that you'll use again and again.

Daily
Tote Art: 4.30pm and 7.30pm
Nautical Knots: 6.00pm and 9.00pm
Location: Retro Abu Dhabi

R E T R O  A B U  D H A B I 
Step back in time to discover the changing Abu Dhabi over the last 40 years with this journey into 
the past. Experience your favourite 80s and 90s hits, treats like popcorn and cotton candy, a DIY 
Accessories Workshop – and end your trip at the Photo Studio to pick up a souvenir of the day.



P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S
A daily programme of traditional and new music and other performing arts will bring 
Abu Dhabi’s maritime culture to life. Expect anything from sailors led by the lead 
nahham in Al-Nahma sea chant to a marine Al-Ayyala performance, traditionally 
performed as a farewell and welcome to sailors, as well as interactive audio-visual 
storytelling, Jalsat performances and more. And keep an eye out for spontaneous 
flashmob-style performances as you explore the Festival.

Daily - 4.00pm onwards
Location: Festival Stage and Yazwa Dhow Stage

O F F S H O R E 
A C T I V I T I E S

There’s so much to do on the shore, but this is a festival about the sea after all, 
so take the opportunity to experience life on the water for yourself, with one of 
our many offshore activities. Experience the true joy of the sea and take out a 
kayak, a pontoon boat or even a tricycle boat. It's safe, exciting and lots of fun. 

Daily - 4.00pm onwards
Location: Jetty

M A J L I S  A L 
N A W A K H T H A

At the heart of the Festival is our modern take on a traditional majlis. Working with AD 
Media, Hareb Al Suwaidi hosts a daily radio show on Emarat FM in which he speaks with 
maritime heritage experts and experienced sailors (al nawakhtha), who will share their 
ocean adventures. With talks, storytelling and more, it’s the place to return to time and 
again during your visit.

Daily - 8.30pm
Location: Majlis Al Nawakhtha



A L - N A H M A  H U M A N 
O R C H E S T R A

M U S I C  F R O M
T H E  S E A

A unique interactive experience, this is a chance to take part in an authentic Al-Nahma 
performance on a boat. At each performance, taking place on the Yazwa Dhow Stage, you 
will join the nahham (the leader of the group) and the crew in chanting Al-Nahma – or sea 
chants – in rhythm with rowers, to accompany the nahham’s beautiful, emotional song 
(the mawaal). Soak up the atmosphere and become part of this magical cultural event.

Daily - 5.00pm, 5.20pm, 7.10pm, 7.30pm, 9.15pm and 9.30pm
Location: Yazwa Dhow Stage

The return to land for fishermen and pearl divers is a moment of mixed emotions in Abu 
Dhabi’s culture, and during the Maritime Heritage Festival you’ll have the chance to 
observe and join in with a specially produced musical event. Blending the traditional arts 
of Al-Nahma, Al-Ahallah and Al-Ayyala with choreography and live acting, traditional and 
contemporary musicians and dancers will take to the Festival Stage each evening for a 
final captivating performance. An occasion that’s not to be missed!

Daily - 8.15pm
Location: Festival Stage 



T H E  P R O G R A M M E



A R T I S A N S  & 
D E M O N S T R A T I O N S

Explore the traditional crafts that have defined Emirati culture through the ages. From 
techniques that are still in use today, such as fish-salting, Henna body painting and Telli 
embroidery, to artisans maintaining the living heritage of boat-building, sail-making and 
pearl-diving, these experiences will give you a deeper understanding of the character of 
the Emirates’ maritime heritage.

Daily - 4.00pm onwards
Location: Pearling Village and Fishing Village

A C T I V I T I E S
Step back in time to reimagine Abu Dhabi as the coastal village it once was. In this 
immersive re-enactment you can attend and join in with Emirati traditional games, 
meet a retired pearl sailor and hear his amazing stories, experience the fish auction, 
pet a donkey or goat and see a pearl oyster being opened. Welcome to the sustainable 
maritime culture of old Abu Dhabi.   

Daily - 4.00pm onwards
Location: Pearling Village and Fishing Village



P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S
The sea not only provided a livelihood for our ancestors, but it was also the source of 
inspiration for arts and culture through the decades. Discover the performances of 
Al-Ahallah and Al-Nahma on the fishing and pearl-diving trails and experience the way 
the musicians’ songs resonate with the sea. Then discover the most exciting emerging 
talents of the Emirates as they show off their musical skills at the daily Jalsat session. 

A L - N A H M A
S E A  C H A N T I N G

A L - A Y Y A L A

A L - A H A L L A H

J A L S A T 

T R A I L  A C T S

When pearl divers rowed out to the best diving sites, they chanted to stay 
motivated and maintain a steady rhythm. These evocative chants are not 
lost: you can hear them for yourself, imagining the sun glinting off the 
water as the pearl divers headed off to work.

Daily - 5.00pm, 5.20pm, 7.10pm, 7.30pm, 9.15pm and 9.30pm
Location: Yazwa Dhow Stage

This iteration of the traditional Al-Ayyala – inscribed on the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
– is linked to maritime culture. It was performed along this coast as 
part of welcomes and departures for pearl divers and other sailors. 
The rhythm of the percussion echoes the powerful waves of the sea.

Daily - 4.30pm, 5.00pm, 5.45pm, 10.05pm and 10.40pm
Location: Roaming

Join the circle of singers and allow their mesmeric chanting to 
immerse you in this ancient poetry at Maritime Heritage Festival. With 
a call-and-response form and rhythmical sounds and movements, this 
is a unique night-time experience that will fill you with joy and a new 
understanding of Abu Dhabi’s culture.

Daily - 6.45pm, 7.45pm and 9.00pm
Location: Festival Stage

A traditional get-together of musicians, a jalsa is almost like a big 
jam session, in which skilled singers lead the audience and players in 
renditions of favourite songs. Expect dancing, rhythmic clapping and 
much joy. 

Daily - 9.30pm
Location: Festival Stage

Experience the joy, anticipation, fear and relief of our fishing and pearling 
communities as their crews set out to sea. Watch out for family members 
gathering supplies ahead of their journeys and follow them to the shoreline, 
where they will entrust their loved ones to the sea. And enjoy the traditional 
farewell as the fishing boats set off, the beautiful Al-Nahma working chants 
– when the pearling crew raise their sails, their voices and their prayers – 
and the famous Al-Ayyala, welcoming the pearl divers safely home from a 
successful voyage.

Daily - 4.00pm onwards
Location: Roaming



R E T A I L
Whether you’re looking for local design talents, clothes and accessories or 
art materials to help you and your children remember the first edition of the 
Maritime Heritage Festival, our selection of brilliant local retailers is on hand 
to fulfil your needs. 



S O U Q S
One of the most important parts of community life in Abu Dhabi, the souq 
brings together the colours, fragrances and flavours of everything from 
spices to silks. Immerse yourself in the vibrant, lively atmosphere and 
indulge in a little shopping, traditional style. 



F O O D  &  B E V E R A G E
Representing the wealth of Abu Dhabi’s food culture, from traditional snacks 
and seafood to the latest culinary trends, our restaurants, cafes and stalls 
will satisfy your cravings – but see you coming back for more another day! 

مطعم

Seafood

Restaurant

للمأکوالت البحریۀ

02 633 33 15
03 785 55 52

Bag Size: 28+8+8x50 cm

APPROVED DATE 14-11-2020

Medium Carry Bag

Design Size: 22 x 30 cm
Bag Size: 28+8+8x50 cm
Design Size: 22 x 30 cm

Front Side

GREENRED

Back Side

BAKERIES & MARKETS
www.alsultanbakeries.com

GREENRED

bakery & cafe



P A R T N E R S



O U R  P A R T N E R S

Established as part of Abu Dhabi Municipalities, the Department of 
Municipalities and Transport is responsible for the sustainable and strategic 
urban growth and development of Abu Dhabi. The Maritime Heritage Festival 
thanks the Department for its support to the Festival.

In tribute to falconry’s status as a UNESCO-accredited living heritage, the 
Falconers Club has helped the Maritime Heritage Festival create an educational 
programme of events around falconry and ancient falcon trapping methods.

Driven by the need to create social impact for the people of Abu Dhabi, Ma'an 
– the Authority of Social Contribution – brings together governmental, public 
and private entities to help a culture of social innovation, contribution and 
participation. During the Maritime Heritage Festival, they have provided a 
cohort of brilliant volunteers to act as hosts and guides through the event. 

Established to serve the needs of Abu Dhabi’s fishermen and develop the 
fishing industry, the ADFCS is best known for its abundant markets. Our 
fishermen will bring life to the festival with a wide range of installations, 
including our fresh fish market and live fish auction, the salting and spicing 
workshops, the fish trail and supplying some of our food vendors, showcasing 
the best of Abu Dhabi’s fish and seafood produce. 

The Emirates Heritage Club was established in 1993 with the aim of preserving 
Emirati heritage and sharing it inside and outside the country, as well as 
contributing to building the national character, refining the Emirati identity and 
rooting the heritage in the hearts of the younger generations through various 
heritage activities. In the first edition of the Maritime Heritage Festival, The 
Emirates Heritage Club shares some of its cultural and heritage experiences 
by organising the Heritage Rowing Races and many workshops, seminars and 
traditional games competitions.

As part of AD Ports Group and with guidance from DMT, Abu Dhabi Maritime is 
a custodian of Abu Dhabi’s waterways. It develops and manages world-class 
infrastructure, regulations, services, and all other matters maritime as part of 
the government’s vision of positioning Abu Dhabi as a global maritime centre. 
Established in 2006, AD Ports Group serves as the region’s premier facilitator 
of logistics, industry, and trade, as well as a bridge linking Abu Dhabi to the 
world. Operating several clusters covering Ports, Economic Cities & Free Zones, 
Maritime, Logistics, and Digital, AD Ports Group’s portfolio comprises 10 ports 
and terminals, and more than 550 square kilometers of economic zones.

The Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAAD) is the Middle East’s largest 
environmental regulator, and is committed to protecting the country’s 
biodiversity, air quality and water quality. They have brought their expertise 
to the Festival with a range of talks and panels, a Habitat Map of the sea’s 
biodiversity, workshops for children and oyster opening activation.

The Police Championship for Heritage Games brings the final of its annual UAE-
wide tournament to the Maritime Heritage Festival on 27 March. With a host, 
an exciting schedule and a ceremony for the winners, expect thrills, drama and 
lots of great sportsmanship. The Heritage Games Championship is the first 
organised tournament in this field, with technical regulations and laws, and 
has advisory committees and a panel of judges. The number of competitors has 
reached 175, representing seven police leaders, supervised by 11 consultants 
and experts in heritage, in cooperation with three heritage centres, institutes 
and clubs.



O U R  P A R T N E R S

Abu Dhabi Waste Management Center's (Tadweer) participation  in the Maritime 
Heritage Festival emphasizes Tadweer's commitment to consolidating its 
presence at various events in Abu Dhabi. It also forms part of Tadweer's focus 
on providing constant support to maintain the emirate's cleanliness and 
public aesthetic, which is in line with the Center's social responsibility values. 
At the festival, Tadweer will be providing specialized work teams equipped 
with the latest vehicles and equipment to collect waste and combat disease 
vector pests, in order to provide a clean, healthy, and safe environment for the 
participants and audience at the event.

Established in 1998 and bearing the name of the Founder of the Nation, 
Zayed University is the flagship higher educational establishment for the UAE, 
welcoming both national and international students to its Abu Dhabi and Dubai 
campuses. They will be facilitating the Family Workshops and volunteering at 
the Maritime Heritage Festival. 

The Music and Sound Cultures (MaSC) research group studies the music 
cultures of the Gulf, the Levant, East Africa and South India, in disciplines 
ranging from ethnomusicology and machine learning to composition and 
performance. The Maritime Heritage Festival will be a starting point for a joint 
programme between MaSC and the Department of Culture and Tourism towards 
the research and documentation of sounds  and performances from our rich 
maritime heritage.

Orca Park Entertainment will bring its selection of easy-to-use kayaks, tricycle 
boats and pontoon boats to the Maritime Heritage Festival, offering visitors the 
chance to safely take their own vessel out to sea.

Based at Al Hosn site, House of Artisans is a centre for the preservation of 
the UAE's intangible heritage. Through workshops, training and other events, 
artisans share their traditional crafts, many of which are also available to 
buy. The House of Artisans will have a pop-up concept at Maritime Heritage 
Festival, showcasing Emirati handicrafts with a modern twist. Learn about 
nautical rope knotting, toy boat-making and get the opportunity to customize 
your own “mgassar” shirts and net tote bags. 

Multi-award-winning film and entertainment company ImageNation is an 
international force in creativity, but its aims are rooted in Abu Dhabi, with 
a mission is to help build the film and entertainment industry across the 
GCC and MENA. At Maritime Heritage Festival it presents an innovative VR 
experience that explores the history of Abu Dhabi, including 7,000 years of 
pearl diving, star-navigation in the desert, and the story of Qasr Al Hosn. 

Home to 46,000 sea creatures, Abu Dhabi's beautiful new public aquarium also 
runs a Wildlife Rescue programme and a Junior Biologist marine programme in 
its drive to protect our precious oceans. Find out more and buy tickets for the 
Aquarium at the Maritime Heritage Festival.



admaritimefest.ae

https://abudhabiculture.ae/en/cultural-calendar/festivals-and-heritage/maritime-heritage-festival-2022
https://www.instagram.com/admaritimefest/
https://twitter.com/admaritimefest
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCthS6BUBHF69w1RQRr9a40A



