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This activity guide, designed for people of all ages,
offers an opportunity to discover falconry, one of the
traditional practices of the United Arab Emirates.

Falconry has been a tradition in the region for hundreds
of years, and is an important element of UAE culture.

Inscribing falconry on UNESCO's list of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in 2010 has created bridges of
dialogue between cultures and promoted the legacy
established by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan in conserving falconry.

We encourage you to discuss and write in this activity
guide whilst you learn about the history of falconry,
its literature, falcon varieties, tools and training,
and the falcon as a national symbol of the
United Arab Emirates.
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Falconry §)laall

Falconry is an ancient tradition originally &l byl dasiiVl padl (sa>] 8)laall Jied
developed as a hunting technique to .JxL> oo dzudall go Juolgd) (gl lpaw)lo
hunt for food. A practice that transcends clizll e Joaxl) dowsS eéall plasuwl
political, national or religious concepts, oo dsubll iiw $ ihb slbol pxe
falconry spans multiple cultures. Falconry is o=l jol=is dudle &g.ig_m A=ig . oyliall Jus
practised in Europe, North America, China, Ul JSiwsig «duinMlg didogll pua el g duluwl
Mongolia and several Arab countries. Aopidl 3LVl wlilal calixl THls lS)'uM

Sorols boysl (& woylall lowlovs Lalogs cu=
Al Baizara (falconry) or what is also Ayl Jolg (Wgszing (ruall (8 LS ddlowid]

known locally as Al Qanas is a long
standing Arabic tradition inherited
over centuries.
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The falcon is highly regarded in the
Arabian Gulf due to its long history within
the region. The practice of falconry was
strengthened by the teachings of Islam
and Arab traditions over hundreds of years.
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History of Falconry

Archaeological and historical findings indicate
that falconry was practised since the beginning
of human civilisation. Evidence, such as cave
drawings, have been found in Kazakhstan,
China, Turkey, Mongolia, India and Pakistan
among others that date back to 3000 BC.
Arab monarch Al Harith bin Muawya bin Kinda
(sovereign Sheikh of the Bedouin Kinda tribe
of the Arabian Peninsula), was one of the first
falconers to domesticate and train wild falcons
for hunting. Falconry later spread into and across
Europe through trade routes between the East
and West.

Archaeological discoveries in Ed-Dur settlement
(100 - 210 BC) in the emirate of Umm Al Quwain
revealed two ancient falcon sculptures with
their heads missing. The intricate details
indicate that a great deal of effort went into
making them.
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Complete the missing parts of the
sculpture from Ed-Dur.
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Falconry in the UAE

For many centuries, people of the Arabian
Gulf used falconry to provide foods for their
families such as wild rabbits and Houbara
bustards. Ancestors of this region practised
falconry on camel back or on foot, and passed
on its principles for generations, ensuring its
continuity. Today, it remains to be one the
most highly valued and practised sports in the
United Arab Emirates.

Emirates Falconer's Club

The Emirates Falconer’s Club was established
in 2001 in order to promote sustainable
hunting. The club has launched a number of
initiatives aimed at the conservation of
falconry for future generations.
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The animals illustrated below may be
encountered on a hunting trip, some of
which play a part in falconry. Can you
identify them?
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Sheikh Zayed ...
A Proctector of Falconry

The importance given to the art of falconry and its
conservation were based on the experience and
expertise of the late president of the United Arab
Emirates, Sheikh Zayed, who practised falconry from
a very young age. Sheikh Zayed was said to have
embodied the values of the art of falconry, and as a

result it became one of the most popular cultural

sports in the UAE. Sheikh Zayed was keen to instil
the it's thethe values of falconry in the hearts of the
Emirati people, and for it to be appreciated for its
cultural heritage.

Sheikh Zayed was keen to conserve and preserve
falconry, and in 1976 the first international conference
for falconry and environment was held in Abu Dhabi.
In 1995 Sheikh Zayed initiated a falcon release

program to preserve the indiginous falcon population.

To date over 1600 falcons have been released and
reintroduced into the wild. In 1999 the first hospital
specialising in the care and rehabilitation of falcons
opened in Abu Dhabi.
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Did You Know?

The Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Falconry and Desert
Physiognomy school opened in 2016 in Al Ain city.
The school teaches the Arabian method of falconry
traditions rules and ethics, such as its discipline,
principles and values. The initiative aims to preserve
the history of falconry in the region and encourage
sustainable hunting.
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Falconry in the Local Literature

Falcons and falconry are popular subjects in Emirati
poems and proverbs. One of the most popular poems
in the UAE was written by the late Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al Nahyan during a hunting trip titled Ya Tayr
which translates to "Oh, Bird" and reads:

Oh my falcon, | trained you hard

So enthuse me with your hunt
The hasty Houbara birds

Fleeing into their lodges
May you close on one,

And may it be their chief
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Write a story or poem about your
favourite animal.
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Local proverbs about falcons and falconry

"He, who does not know the falcon, eats it."
One who loses something as a result of not
appreciating its value.

"The lineage of falcons remains unspoiled."
This proverb speaks about authenticity,
and unwavering loyalty.

"The falcon does not fly without the strength
of its wings."

Believing in yourself will help you reach your
goals.



A National Symbol

The falcon is an important cultural symbol in the UAE,
it is the country’s national bird and official emblem.
It is the main feature of UAE government logos, and
also popularly used across insignia for various other
authorities and non-governmental entities. The
iconic symbol is also found on the national currency
and other items such as postal stamps. Arabic names
such as Sagar along with other variations are popular
nationwide. Names such as Sager, which translate
to falcon, emphasise the valued status of falcons in
regional society.

Did You Know?

The Abbasid Caliph Haroun Al Rasheed was one
of the first people to introduce the custom of
falcon giving by gifting them to kings, princes
and close friends. This tradition lives on today
as falcons are still given as prestigious gifts.

The Emblem of the United Arab Emirates

In 1971 the UAE cabinet adopted the
emblem of the falcon in a design that
incorporated other elements such as the
Arabian dhow atop four waves, in its talons
the falcon carrys the name of the United
Arab Emirates. Originally designed by
Emirati poet Dhabya Khamis, the emblem
was modified in 2008 to include the UAE
flag on its chest along with seven stars
that represent the seven emirates.

The current United Arab Emirates
emblem includes 3 main symbols.
Do you know what they represent?
The golden bird:

The 7 stars:

The text held by the falcon:

$bs 3o sl

dg loinaiel @I dogll 48latl joodl pal o riall Ay
Loyl puoliai loio cragliwly daxill duy=ll wlyloyl
wa=lly (@bl dogSad oundl )Ll 98 tduibogll Lajan)s
ruall pasiuang Aol 1eg deoandl wlinelly wlligll o
Mol dpouns o S jgaplly s98illy Rilglall (§ )leis
¢ e Dol Jhy Yo o5 leileos jeiall clowh
& Hliall lse e 158 Lo daxill duysll Loyl dgs

Llowiblgo 8l>g losu)lig dgadl ddlss

sl Ja

Sl Hw oo Jol wipdl ygyla ewli=ll dadxll yi
el clxal ssleg s ) awol 3| pesall
=l 00 S .clBsclly cholly Wolll yasd digad
looasy  of loslicl il wles JT gond e

&3V S5l gosbg pableyd LlagS josall

sazill dyysll wlloyl dgs jlads pall

ruall sl eVl pud=ll saicl 01971 ple
oro § o ue dle sag Aol Dlea
A=)l daclradl poul divds poby posl 0)8
wlrgo gyl e &bl mdsll oo e
MR e e el
i ol sl bl Aos el i las
hA b ALl A disas

United Arab Emirates

Jidl g puouai Juasi p5 2008 ple (49
WhloYl ple Laxl jleidl Houaiy Cusu puasll
Bl OhloYl Jied pai Ruw diojs Gobo duleg

oyl oljleyl dga) JII )il ez
e Wy Jo dnd) joo) AW e ozl
fJy Bl

s Slall

‘ol Jo=> poxi 7

riall dlos sl Gusll padl



“Soaal Values of Falconry

In addltlon to surv:val huntmg trlps are aIso a social
- practice, where many useful skills can be developed.
- Falconers must be strong communlcators both with
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their peers and with birds, they must also exercise :
patience and se,lf-discipline, be satisfied with little :
food and drink whilst being team players, explorers
~ and adventurers. Spending weeks in the desert also
“means Iearhing how to 'navigate the disoriénting
desert, ﬁndmg resources, bundlng relatlonshlps with
‘dlfferent tribes. o
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What values does falconry share with your
favourite sport? Circle them below.
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Determ’nat’on Sheikh Zayed took hunting trips as
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p)&” Patience an opportunity to visit the people of
the desert, asking after their state of
. . affairs, and taking note of their needs
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and challenges. They were welcomed at
his social gatherings after the evening

)U.g}’l Generosity prayers, which were held around
campfire, where stories and news were
Alertness | " I " shared. Poetry was also often recited at
-~ ° these gatherings, in Nabataean form or
surrounding equestrian themes.
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Species of Falcons

Falcons are predator birds and they are able to sense
their prey from an overwhelming distance as they
rely on them for sustenance. They are known for their
pointed beaks and sharp claws. There are four types
of falcons: the peregrine falcon, the saker falcon, the
gyrfalcon, and the lanner falcon. The peregrine falcon
and the saker falcon are the two main types used for
falconry in the UAE.

Hunting Season in the UAE

Autumn marks the beginning of the falconry season
in the Arabian Gulf and in particular, the United Arab
Emirates. The season coincides with the migration
of the sought-after houbara bustard on route to
their breeding habitat, which starts from the end of
September until the end of March. Falconers usually
launch the hunting season with the appearance of the
star Canopus, which brings with it weather changes
and a drop in temperatures, in addition to rainfall which
results in the blooming of desert plants.

Can you find the differences between the gyrfalcon
and the peregrine falcon? List them below each

drawing.

GYRFALCON i sl piall

PEREGRINE
FALCON
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Tools for Domesticating Falcons

Mikhlat: A bag made of fabric used to contain the
falconers’ training tools.

Burqga': A veil or hood usually made from soft leather,
and often decorated with embroidery used to cover
the falcon's eyes when it's not in pursuit of prey.

Mangqala: A long glove made of leather to protect
against the talons of the falcon when it is perched on
the falconer’s hand.

Mursal: A tether attached to a falcon'’s legs during a
taming session, used to steer it back to refuge.

Wakr: A perching block where a falcon rests or sleeps
Usually made from wood and leather.

Telwah: A decoy houbara bustard wing. The decoy is
tied to a rope and swayed in the air to train the falcon
on how to respond to the commands of the handler
with instructions on when to swoop, charge, chase,
and hunt. ' '

Try to identify the tools below from the
definitions above.
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Training Falcons

Emirati falconers would capture falcons during their
migration from colder climates to the warmer ones
along the Arabian Gulf shores and islands. Capturing
migrating falcons is locally known in Abu Dhabi as
Takweekh or Mateerah. The falconers utilise their time-
honoured skills to tame and train the wild falcon to
enable it to chase and hunt wild game. It takes around
30-40 days to domesticate a falcon.

Did You Know?

In his book, Hunting with Falcons, Sheikh Zayed
says "Hunting the wild quarry with falcons is
a vital sport that instils patience, endurance,
and strength; besides tactics of sparring your
adversary with intellect and brainpower. It is a
proof of how the Almighty Allah gifted the desert
Bedouins with a potent instinct to domesticate
raptors — a Bedouin skilfully trains, commands
and controls the bird; and when he calls its name,
the bird perches on his glove.”
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- ALiving Human Heritage

The international efforts for the preservation
and sustainability of falconry were crowned with
the announcement made in 2010, affirming the

registfation of falconry as a living human heritage

and inscribing it on the Representative List of the
‘Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity at UNESCO.
- The event took place in an international cooperative
framework that witnessed the participation of
Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Republic of Korea,
Mongolia, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Syria,
Austria, and Hungary. In 2016, UNESCO announced
+ that Portugal.‘ Germany, Italy, Pakistan, ~and

Kazakhstan have also joined the initiative, raising the

total number of participating countries to 18.
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