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This activity guide explores Al Azi, the traditional
Emirati performing art of reciting poetry.

Al Azi is an important element of Emirati heritage
that has been performed for centuries and remains
widely practised throughout the UAE today, and
particularly during social and national events. Al Azi
was registered on the UNESCO List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in
2017.

In this guide, you will learn about the art of Al Azi,
its history, performance, poetry, and its inclusion in
UNESCO List of Intangible Culture Heritage in Need
of Urgent Safeguarding. We invite you to take notes,
draw, and write in this guide.
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Art and History

Al Azi is practised throughout the UAE, and specifically

in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. It is the art of reciting
poetry within a group without the use of music,
melody or rhythmic instruments. It is performed at
national and social events, and celebrations as well as
ceremonies for welcoming foreign dighitaries.

Al Azi is a centuries old practice which has been handed
down through generations, and traditionally by
families onto their sons. Al Azi was once performed on
the battlefield to celebrate victories and to welcome
victorious men returning from the frontlines. It
eventually became a national and social tradition.
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————————————————————————————————————————————— || Did you know?
|'  Thelate Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
| Nahyan wrote the Al Azi poem Al
Saqour Al Mukhlaseen meaning The
‘ Faithful Falcons. In it, he welcomes
/ back the Emirati troops following
! the liberation of Kuwait in 1991
{ after the Gulf War. Sheikh Zayed
’ describes Emirati soldiers as loyal
falcons, and pledges to honour
them upon their return.



Performance and Skills

Al Azi is performed by a group of men who stand behind a
poet who leads them through the resonant recital of verses
that they echo and reply to in unison. The men often carry
symbolic rifles and line up behind the poet, who carries a
sword in his right hand. The weapons symbolise courage and
rejoice. The recitation of Al Azi poetry resounding back and
forth fosters solidarity and camaraderie.

Al Azi performers possess strong linguistic and artistic skills.
The dramatic utterance of passionate poemsin a strong voice
requires powerful linguistic ability. In addition, the rhythmic
movement of the performers demonstrates organisation
and unified coordination. The artistic element is further seen
in the handling of the props used in the performance, such as
the swordes, rifles, and canes.
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Poetry

Al Azi is based entirely on poetry, where each Al Azi
performance is composed from an entire poem written in the
nabati style. Nabati style poetry is comprised of four lines, the
first three of which follow one rhyme, while the fourth follows
a different rhyme, and so on, this is repeated all the way
through to the end of the poem. The poems usually express
pride, wisdom, and may include well known proverbs. One of
the most beloved Al Azi poems in the United Arab Emirates is
performed in the following exchange:

The leading poet:

The chorus responds:

The poet continues:

The chorus responds:

The poet calls out:

Yawab Allah yawab

(Answers are unto God)

Our Zayed is backed by men
They are our wealth in every way

Wasel! (Continue!)

The saying is correct that says
No one dies who leaves behind a son
Boys, oh the pride of the tribe

Wasel! (Continue!)

Yawab Allah yawab
(Answers are unto God)
Khalifa came after him
And cared for the house
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Do you have a favourite performing art? What does it express or symbolise?
Describe it in detail below.



UNESCO Listing

In 2017, the UAE successfully registered Al Azi on
the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Some of
the other elements of Emirati heritage that have
been listed by UNESCO are Al Sadu (weaving),
Gahwa (Arabic coffee), Al Taghrooda, Al Ayala,
Falconry, Al Razfa, Al Majlis, and the Palm tree.

UNESCO registrations are an important achievement
for the UAE, on both regional and international levels.
They foster pride in national heritage and contribute
to safeguarding and transferring knowledge, skills,
and values from one generation to the next.

Can you match each of the following intangible cultural
heritage with their corresponding image: Al Azi, Al Sadu

(weaving), Gahwa (arabic coffee), Falconry?
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