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This activity guide invites people of all ages to learn
about Al Razfa, a traditional performance art that is
dear to all Emiratis. This performance is often featured
in national and social events throughout the United
Arab Emirates of the cultural practices of Emiratis.
Al Razfa combines physical movement, poetry recitals
and chants.

While watching Al Razfa, listen to the poet leading
the row of performers and join in the rhythms
and movements to take part in this traditional
performance.

Discover Al Razfa's unique poetic infusions and how it
came to be included in the UNESCO List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage. Feel free to take notes and make
sketches of your observations and experiences.
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The Art of Al Razfa

Al Razfa is a joyful traditional performance that reflects
the history, identity and heritage of the Emirati people.

Al Razfa typicailly includes two rows of men facing
each other; led by a poet. The lead poet recites and
exchanges poetic verses in harmony and in response to
others in the group.

Did You Know?

The props used in Al Razfa are a cane, a sword and the a
rifle. Only recently were drums, electric organs and ouds

(lute) introduced as musical instruments.
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Al Razfa originated among the desert people of the & Ul Jal ¢ sl dppsdl wlhloyl dgs (§ ddjl @il
United Arab Emirates, and is practiced today across Ayl elul gao>
the country.



Al Razfa Performers

Performers stand in two rows facing each other at a
distance of 15 to 20 metres, chanting and swaying in
unison. They swing canes up and down in rhythm with the
percussion music.

The performers enact two main movements:

Head movement: they move their heads forwards and
backwards in unison. The canes or other props are held in
their right hand and rest on their shoulders or on the floor
in front of them. At specific cues, the props are raised into
the air and lowered in unison.

Leg movement: Performers step forward and backward
and stamp their feet on the ground in unison.
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Skills of Al Razfa

Al Razfa incorporates a number of linguistic, artistic
and physical elements that can be observed
the performance:
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Al Yola: is a part of Al Razfa where an individual 3Vl o degozo of a>lgll 3pal) Sl pohsdl Lo idgall
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list some of the skills that impress you.



Poetry in Al Razfa

Al Razfa incorporates dynamic poetic elements that express
national values, affinity, hospitality and praise.

A famous poem recited during Al Razfa performances:

On welcoming:
Welcome oh ye who enters,
Ye of gallantry and distinction,
Upon him we exemplify,
In faith and respect.

On national pride:
You are for the poem a leader,
Oh ye of wise leadership,
Oh Zayed of bounty more abundant,
For whom the nation brims with pride.
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Write a poem that you would like to see elina lino sUsT Lg] glaswVl i 8auas sl \ Splsi Jo
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Did You Know?
The performance of Al Razfa is
led by one or more poets, each
of whom has a remarkable
capacity for memorising and
reciting poetry. Leaders also
have a deep understanding of
"""""""""""""""""""""""" | traditional dance and a talent
/ for improvisation.
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Peace, cooperation and pride are a few words that describe oy dilsill dsl) Loyl pudll o ey illy « olsily il
the values of Al Razfa. Lo (sl el olisl pudll 8y (§ OLELA Jastiunl 4951

Which words would you use to describe the performance? Awlio
Place them in the tree below.




Passing Al Razfa down to
Future Generations

Emiratis enjoy Al Razfa during all sorts of celebrations and are
enthusiastic about passing on the tradition to their children
so that they too may enjoy it. Mothers also teach their
daughters the role of Al Na'ashaat and ensure that the skills
are passed from one generation to the next.

Heritage centres in the Emirates have programmes to teach
and train children about Al Razfa. Media outlets also play a
big part in promoting the art and keeping it alive in the hearts
of people, especially the young.
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UNESCO Listing of Al Razfa

The United Arab Emirates and the Sultanate of Oman
succeeded in having Al Razfa added to the UNESCO
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2015. The United
Arab Emirates also successfully enlisted other heritage
elements on UNESCO's Cultural Heritage list such as Al
Sadu (weaving), Al Taghrouda, Al Ayala, Falconry, Gahwa
(Arabic coffee), Majlis (council) and Al Azi.

UNESCO listings help keep these traditional arts
and the principles they embody alive and ensure
they are preserved correctly and passed down to
younger generations. Sharing culture also promotes
understanding, respect and peace between all peoples
of the world.
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Can you match each of the following intangible cultural
heritage practiceswith their corresponding image: Al
Azi, Al Sadu (weaving), Gahwa (Arabic coffee), Falconry?
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