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This activity guide is designed for people of all ages,
and provides an introduction to the Emirati majlis, a
social space that is central to the Emirati home and an
important aspect of everyday life in the Emirates.

The majlis, with its hosts, guests, and conversations, is
a social, cultural, literary and educational space; and an
important platform that preserves Emirati values and
heritage.

We encourage you to discuss, draw and write in this
guide as you learn key facts about the maijlis, including
the different types, functions, etiquette, and its listing
on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. :
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The Emirati Maijlis

Gathering at a majlis has been a longstanding tradition of
Arab societies long before the emergence of Islam. The
majlis provides a space for formal and informal gatherings
that have been practiced for centuries. To this day, the mgjlis
is an integral part of the lifestyle and social values in the
UAE.

The maijlis is a place to relax and receive guests. It is where
everyone, old and young, gathers to chat, share news,
express opinions, discuss current issues, and exchange
stories and tales. It is also a place for convening during
religious or social occasions.

Did You Know?

Maijlis is pronounced ‘maylis’ in the Emirati dialect. It
is also sometimes referred to as al barza, al sibbla or
al hadira.

Topics of Conversation

What are some of your favorite topics or issues that
you discuss with your family and friends?
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The Majlis of Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan

The majlis of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
first gained popularity when he was appointed the
Ruler’s Representative of Abu Dhabi in 1946 in the region
of Al Ain. Known for his special bond with Al Ain and its
people, Sheikh Zayed's majlis at his family home of Qasr
Al Muwaiji, was open to all in the community. All matters
were discussed there, and his majlis was held under the
shade of a tree in the palace grounds.

In 1966, when he became the Ruler of the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi, his majlis was relocated to his palace in the
heart of Abu Dhabi city where it remained open to all,
including residents from all over the UAE, as well as
politicians, businessmen, scholars, and journalists.

Did You Know?

For the past 250 years, Qasr Al Hosn has witnessed the
majalis (plural of majlis) of Al Nahyan sheikhs, such as
Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nahyan's majlis, and Sheikh
Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan's majlis. The majlis was a
warm place of welcome and hospitality, and was open to
all visitors of Qasr Al Hosn.
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The Traditional Majlis

The mgjlis is an integral part of every traditional and
contemporary Emirati home. There are a humber
of different types of traditional majlis depending on
the surrounding landscape, for example the majlis
would often be classified as a ‘desert magijlis’, ‘coastal
majlis’ or 'mountain majlis’.

Historically, the majlis was often linked to social
status and to the professions of its hosts, and
guests, such as pearl traders, fishermen, and
hunters, among others.

The majlis is usually located at the front of the house
away from the main rooms of the house, in order
to preserve the privacy of the family. The women'’s
majlis, on the other hand, was often located within
the main areas of the house.
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Which landscape does each majlis below belong to based on the construction materials used?
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Role and Function

The maijlis is a platform where traditions and values are
passed down to young generations and where they are
taught the art of dialogue, tolerance, civic duty and the
respectful exchange of opinions and ideas.

It is a place where customs and traditions are shared
and the principles of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan are preserved.

Did You Know?

When guests arrive at a majlis they announce
themselves with the Islamic greeting ‘Al salam alaikum
wa rahmat Allah wa barakatuh' (peace and Allah's mercy
and blessings be upon you) followed by “bilgas wala
bilkhas?” The host responds: 'Wa alaikum al salam wa
rahmut Allah wa barakatuh' (peace and Allah's mercy and
blessings be upon you too)” - “bilgas” - indicating that
the guests must greet all present at the maijlis, starting
from the right. If the hosts responds with “bilkhas” it
means that the guest may individually greet a certain
guest at the majlis.
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Maijlis Etiquette

At the majlis, children witness the exchanges between
the elders attending. They learn the etiquette of greeting,
entering, and leaving the magjlis, as well as the principles of
conversation and hospitality. These customs strengthen
Emirati identity, unity and values.

Some of the elements of the Emirati majlis include:

Gahwa ( Arabic coffee): Offering gahwa is the first practice
of hospitaity in the magjlis. The dallah (coffee pot) is held
in the left hand and the finjan (cup) is held and offered to
the guest with the right hand. The main guest, or guest of
honour, is served first, followed by the remaining guests
until everyone has been served. It is also customary to serve
the eldest guests first.

Al Fuwalah: The food and fruits that are served to guests in
the majlis.

Al Teeb: Traditional Arabic perfume and incense is offered
to honour the guest at the end of the visit. As part of
Emirati customs, and as the guests depart, they thank the
host by saying, 'ightanaytou’ (may you prosper), ‘akramkum
Allah’ (Allah bless you), or, ‘kathar Allah khairakum’ (may Allah
increase your generosity).
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Maijlis in Emirati Literature

Given the importance of the magjlis in Emirati culture,
it is often referred to in literature, proverbs, poems,
and traditional performing arts.

Poetry:

The following lines are verses often used in traditional
performing arts: ‘

If you visit you will find us, oh guest’
‘We are the guests and you are head of the house’

Sayings & Proverbs:

Almajalis madaris
The magjlis is often compared to a school, as it
is where traditions and values are taught to
younger generations.
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Imagine that you are a poet at a majlis and would like to recite a
poem. Write your poem below.



Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Majlis

The maijlis of Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan is one of
the most important intellectual majalis (plural) in the UAE.

Sheikh Mohammed hosts leading scholars, clerics, experts, and
innovators from around the world to discuss opinions, theories,
scientific discoveries, and experiences on a wide range of topics.
Discussions on current affairs also take place, seeking solutions
to vital issues affecting the future of societies and humanity as
awhole.

An initiative by the government launched 40 neighborhood
majalis in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, including Al Ain and Al Dhafra.
These majalis serve the community and offer a space for them
to gather.
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UNESCO listing of Majlis

The UAE successfully enlisted the Majlis on the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity on the 2nd of December of 2015
in cooperation with Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Qatar.

The inscription helps preserve and transfer the
knowledge, skills, and values associated with the
majlis from one generation to the next. It contributes
to furthering respect, understanding, and peace
among all nations, as well as strengthen national
identity and deepen pride in national heritage as well
as preserve this tradition so it can be passed down to
future generations.

Other elements of intangible heritage that have also
been inscribed with UNESCO by the UAE, include
falconry, Gahwa (Arabic coffee), Al Sadu (weaving),
traditional performing arts such as Al Taghrooda,
Al Ayala, Al Razfa, and Al Azi.

Using the previous text, identify the
elements of Emirati heritage that have
been listed with UNESCO.
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