


This activity guide offers a unique opportunity to
explore Arabic calligraphy, one of the fine art forms
of the Arab-Islamic civilisation that has made its
way across the world. Arabic calligraphy is known
for depicting the letters of the Arabic alphabet with
harmony, grace and beauty.

In 2021, the United Arab Emirates and 15 other
Arab countries succeeded in inscribing Arabic
calligraphy on the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This guide will help you learn more about the
concept of Arabic calligraphy, its origins and
development, its different schools and pioneers,
its spread throughout the different cultures of the
world and the status it holds in the United Arab
Emirates. We invite you to discuss, write and draw
in this guide, and try your hand at calligraphy.
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An artwork by the Emirati artist Mohammed Mandi



Origins of Writing

Before the invention of writing, communication was
limited to speaking, sound, and picture-making. As
writing began to evolve, people began expressing their
way of life via primitive writing methods. This included
engraved mark making on clay tablets, stones or cave
walls. This mark making was often created using
animal bones and sharp tools made of stone. With
the development of civilisations, writing evolved into
symbols or letters, which people used to record ideas
and events.
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Hieroglyphic Writing (Ancient Egypt) Pictorial Writing (Mesopotamia) Cuneiform writing (Mesopotamia)
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Examine the cuneiform writing symbols below, which were developed by the Sumerians in the land of
Mesopotamia (Iraq) during the period between 3000-3500 BC.
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Write your full name in cuneiform using the above symbols
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Pictorial Writing: The earliest form of written communication emerged
as pictorial writing. Ancient civilisations like the Sumerians, Egyptians,
and Chinese used drawings and symbols to represent objects and ideas.

os 15 jeapl cowol wlainall Lol jshill go dijepdl LS
W § dylowall HUSII el ells e dio¥l rog - SVlg pualilly sluadl
ran ($ dddegrelly (pedl pu o

Symbolic Writing: As societies advanced, symbols began to
represent objects, abstract concepts, and ideas. The Mesopotamians'
cuneiform script and the Egyptians' hieroglyphs are examples of
symbolic writing systems.
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Syllable Writing: Syllabic writing emerged as a more efficient way to
convey language. Instead of representing individual objects or ideas,
characters began to represent syllables or combinations of sounds. The
ancient scripts of Akkadian and Mayan civilisations exemplify syllabic
writing, where characters represented specific syllables within words. Do A,
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Phonetic Communication: Phonetic systems assign characters
to represent individual sounds or phonemes, allowing for a more
flexible and expressive written form.
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Modern Alphabet: The modern alphabet has its roots in the phonetic
systems of ancient civilisations. Over time, various cultures adapted
and refined these systems, giving rise to diverse alphabets across the
globe.



Origins and Development

Arabic calligraphy, in its early inception, was
influenced by the scripts that existed in the
north of the Arabian Peninsula, especially
Nabataean and Anbari scripts (named after
the city of Anbar in Iraq), as well as the
Musnad script in the south of the Arabian
Peninsula (Yemen).

The Hijazi, Makki and Madani scripts emerged
from these early forms, none of which utilised
dots or diacritics. However, with the revelation
and writing of the Holy Qur'an, Muslims were
keen on ensuring the accuracy of their reading
and pronunciation.

Accordingly, Abu Al Aswad Al Du'ali and Al
Khalil bin Ahmed Al Farahidi took over the task
of dotting the letters and adding diacritics.
How letters were depicted evolved over time
and, in the seventh century AD, gave rise to a
new style of writing, known as the Kufic script.
It represents the basis on which calligraphers
developed other patterns of Arabic calligraphy
in subsequent years.
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12th Century CE Quranic Folio in Andalusian script

© The Pearls of Wisdom Manuscripts Exhibition.
Department of Culture and Tourism -Abu Dhabi, 2022.
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Did You Know?

Arabic writing is characterised by having
continuous lines, which makes it possible for
each letter to acquire different geometric
shapes through the elongation, twisting,
rotation, angulation, intertwining, overlapping
and compilation of the letters.



Types of Arabic Calligraphy

Kufic script: This is attributed to the city of Kufa in
Iraq and serves as the origin of all other scripts. It
gave rise to the Fatimid, Ayyubid, Seljuk, Mamluk
and Al Tarabi'i Kufic scripts.
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Thuluth script: This is the most sophisticated of the
scripts. It derives its name (thuluth), meaning the
third, from the fact that its dimensions are a third
of that of a tawmar qalam, a specific writing tool, or
perhaps because the letters written in this script are
one-third straight and two-thirds curved.

Rugq’ah script: This was created by the Ottomans
after the advent of the Diwani script. Rug’ah was
used as an official script in government offices.
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Naskh script: This was used during the era of the
Abbasid caliph Al Ma'mun. Calligraphers relied on this
script when writing the Holy Qur'an and continue to
do so to this day. This script has been widely used in
printing.

Diwani script: This style was created in the Ottoman
era. It was used in the correspondence issued by the
royal courts of the Ottoman Empire.
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Nastaliq (Persian) script: This is also known as
taaliq script. Nastaaliq originated in Persia and its
name is a combination of the two words naskh
and taaliq.

Other script forms include the Muhaqqaq, Reyhani
and ljaza (Tawqi) scripts
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Calligraphy Tools

Arabic calligraphy tools have, for the most part,
remained unchanged over the centuries. Below
are common tools still in use today:

Qalam: A tube-shaped tool derived from
sugarcane. It can only be referred to as a Qalam
(Arabic for pen) if it is specifically produced for
the purpose of calligraphy.

Medad/hebr: Soot that is mixed with water and
glue to create ink.

Muss’haf: A collection of sohof (i.e. pieces of
leather or paper).

Dawah or Mehbarah: This refers to the inkwell.
It usually contains a set of silk threads that are
used to control the amount of ink the galam
withdraws.

Sik’keen or Madduyah: A knife used for cutting,
it is also known as a madduyyah as it is used to
cut the tip of the qalam diagonally.
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Make Your Own Writing Tool

Collect everyday objects with unique shapes
and textures, such as sticks or twigs, feathers,
bottle caps or plastic lids.

Use a pair of scissors to refine the edge of your
found object.

Test out your new writing tool using calligraphy
ink or water based paint and adjust it to fit your
writing style.




Cultural Significance

Although Arabic calligraphy has always been
associated with the Holy Qur'an, it has long been
used to aesthetically enhance mosques and
palaces, manuscripts and books, and even used as
engravings on utensils and other items.

Calligraphy has also created a distinguished inter-
civilisational dialogue, through the dissemination of
Arab culture, literature and visual arts throughout
the world. :

As a source of inspiration for artists and architects
in the East and West, Arabic calligraphy can also be
seen in the architecture of churches, cathedrals and
monasteries throughout the world.
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Arabic inscription on a wall at the Alhambra Palace, Granada, Spain.
©Jean-Marc Pierard/Alamy Stock Photo

The Pearls of Wisdom Manuscripts Exhibition: Influence of Arab
Culture on Europe, DCT - Abu Dhabi - 2022
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Did You Know?

Among the most prominent factors that
helped Arabic calligraphy develop, flourish,
and reach international recognition is the
ease by which Arabic letters can be adapted.
Their flexibility and round structure, plus
the ability of these letters to change their
form depending on their position in the
word, makes them ideal as a decorative tool.



United Arab Emirates and
Arabic Calligraphy

In the past, the rulers of the United Arab
Emirates relied on scribes (kuttab). They would
appoint trusted individuals, who were known
for their beautiful penmanship, to handle formal
correspondence and maintaining official records.
These individuals held the title karani, meaning
‘writer’, which became a common title among
those working in this profession.

The title kaytub was also popular in the United
Arab Emirates. Kaytub is a title given to anyone
who writes. It is derived from the local Emirati
dialect and is used to reference a person’s excellent
calligraphy and penmanship.

After the establishment of the United Arab
Emirates, great attention was paid towards. the
development and prosperity of Arabic calligraphy.
Many cultural institutions taught Arabic
calligraphy across the Emirates which in turn
contributed to the consolidation and promotion
of the principles of Arabic calligraphy and its
accompanying arts.
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Activity: Words of the City

While walking through the streets of your city,

you might notice examples of Arabic calligraphy.
Try writing it:
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A letter from Sheikh Zayed Bin Khalifa to Sheikh Ahmad Hilal Al
Thabheri, the representative in Al Ain 1907AD-1325AH, showing the

writer's proficiency in arabic calligraphy.

Resource: Letters from the era of Sheikh Zayed Bin Khalifa 1836-

1909. Verified by Saeed Mohammed Al Muheiri.



Arabic Calligraphy and
Modern Technology

Since the early 1980s, modern technology has
played a vital role in the fields of design, printing
and advertising. Accordingly, ‘patterns’ of Arabic
calligraphy were formulated that were identical
to the shapes and dimensions of hand written
scripts, albeit with certain modifications. This
was accompanied by the emergence of scanning
devices that helped professional calligraphers
fine-tune and adjust handwritten fonts with their
sharp edges and rounded turns. Scanning allowed
for the documentation of these fonts in databases,
facilitating archiving.

The introduction of modern technology in the
field of Arabic calligraphy is limited to publications,
advertisements and promotions; however, the
original artworks by renowned calligraphers
remain, highly valued and sought after.
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The Mural of the Qibla Wall,
inscribed with the names of
Allah, in the main hall - Sheikh
Zayed Grand Mosque.
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Digitally design your own style of Arabic s Lol Lixsll bl s o) pauo
calligraphy.
doxiwlg www.arabicnamegenerator.com &,Lju o8

Visit www.arabichnamegenerator.com and use it to I3 el a2 cus b Juasll o=l ol boes )Ll (§
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beautiful Arabic calligraphy fonts of your choice.



Bait Al Khatt, Abu Dhabi

In 2019, the Department of Culture and Tourism
Abu Dhabi established Bait Al Khatt within the
Cultural Foundation, with the aim of promoting
the art of Arabic calligraphy and to enhance
its development and prosperity in the United
Arab Emirates.

Since its establishment, Bait Al Khatt, which
translates to "House of Calligraphy" in arabic,
has served as a beacon for the scholars of this
fine art and has inspired Arabic calligraphy
enthusiasts through its innovative programmes
and training courses, which encompass both
theoretical and practical components. These
programmes and courses are run under the
supervision of the artist Mohammed Mandi.
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Mohammed Mandi ' : d

The Emirati visual artist and calligrapher doxo Ghleyl blaxlly JSadl glll sy
Mohammed Mandi is a pioneer of Arabic BB 1655 ol s slyy i basi S0
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Some of his work can be
seen on the UAE passport,
various denominations of
the UAE currency, and the
Emirati Family Book.

He has also contributed to the
design and ornamentation of
mosques within the UAE Loy : :
and abroad, most notably the P — , ==
Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque % - :
and the Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed # ¢
Al Nahyan Mosque in Al Ain.




Arabic Calligraphy in UNESCO

In 2021, the United Arab Emirates, along with 15
other Arab countries, namely: Saudi Arabia, Algeria,
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan, Tunisia, Iraq,
Kuwait, Mauritania, Palestine, Morocco, Oman, and
Yemen succeeded in inscribing Arabic calligraphy on
the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The United Arab
Emirates previously inscribed other heritage elements
with UNESCO, including Falconry, Al Sadu, Al Ayyala,
Al Taghrooda, Al Razfa, Al Azi, Majlis, Arabic coffee
(Gahwa) and the date palm.

The inscription reflects the prominent status of Arabic
calligraphy in the United Arab Emirates and in the
region.

The institutional framework of Arabic calligraphy
serves as a cultural and artistic platform that
contributes to the discovery of talented calligraphers,
refining their skills and highlighting their creativity.

This listing also reinforces the efforts of individuals
and relevant institutions striving to raise awareness
about the importance of calligraphy.
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Artists today use Arabic calligraphy in contemporary G ol bl plasiwl @ lsspn purolall Huliall ol
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Werite down the name of the intangible cultural heritage practice below
each of the following illustrations.




Learn Arabic Calligraphy sl bl piz?

Use an HB pencil to try your hand at Arabic calligraphy. Ailxpll Vo=l LS oled HB olo) ald  pasiwl
You will find 5 of the main calligraphy styles used today. oldall $ =i o> ol bl blail  wlizay
Notice the differences and similarities between the styles ol Wby § deasviud! dwipll bglaxl blosl 5 4JWI
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‘Trace the letters and then try writing them onyourown. % ezl elhbsy LouST @i wdg padl puny &G




Thuluth Script Sl b




Trace the letters and then try writing them onyourown. ool ellasy LoaiST p5 wdg pdl puwy R




Diwani Script wilesdl bl




Trace the letters and then try writing them onyourown. ool ellasy LoaiST p5 wdg pdl puwy R




Naskh Script il b
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~Trace the letters and then try writing them onyourown. % ool ellasy LoaiST p5 wdg pdl puwy R










Use one of the Arabic calligraphy types you prefer to b e 4s) wosdl bl bloil a5 pasuiwl
write a poem or proverb. Lolass dlgio of
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