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Al Ain Palace was one of the residences of the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Founding
Father and first President of the United Arab
Emirates. He lived there with his family until 1966
when he moved to Abu Dhabi as the new ruler of
the emirate. The Palace provides a glimpse into the
life of the ruling family and the culture of the local
community before the Union in 1971.

Al Ain Palace dates back to 1937 and was built in
the traditional architectural style of Al Ain. It is
significant for its close association with the life and
story of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan during
his 20 years as Ruler’s Representative in Al Ain.
It stands witness to the great transformations that
Al Ain went through from the middle of the last
century to the present day.



THE

TRANSFORMATION

OF AL AIN PALACE
MUSEUM

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan ordered the
restoration and rehabilitation of the palace in
1998, by experts and architectural consultants
from his own team. During the two-year
restoration, a number of extensions were added
to the original construction in preparation for
visitors.

The building displays a number of architectural
features common to historic buildings in the
United Arab Emirates. Among them are the
wide-open vents that naturally cool the building’s
main rooms.



The Palace is surrounded by a high wall
punctuated by the main entrance gate with
a raised hollow hoist on its walls, topped by
triangular openings known as mahazel alrami
(throwing spindles).

The roofing and flooring was made from palm
trees. Palm trees were also used for making rugs,
baskets, food covers (majabat), mats used in
roofs (da’aoon), as well as for making doors and
window frames (darayesh).

Teak was also used in recent renovations of the
building. All the furniture seen in the Palace
today is of local traditional design to simulate
the interior and furnishings of the time when
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan lived there.
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AL AIN PALACE
MUSEUM TODAY

The Palace was opened to the publicin 2001to give
visitors the chance to explore and experience the
character of life in the United Arab Emirates in the
past and to wander around the gardens and visit the
rooms in which Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
spent much of his time. It is a chance to learn about
the life of the ruling family, the local culture of the
people and the history of Abu Dhabi.

After its renovation, a modern tent was added to
the Palace in homage to the traditional style of tent
in which Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan used
to receive guests. It echoes the desert life that he
embraced with pride, and is a symbol representing
the deep links to the United Arab Emirates' heritage
and to Arab hospitality.
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a PLAN YOUR VISIT
' X q Al Ain Palace Museum features a number of sections
.* g1 that visitors can explore:
Ay A"
ms Yy
B’ "* MAIN GATE
ifi The internal gate of the palace is surmounted by
3L :ii an inscription of the Qur’anic verse “Enter ye here
“'m.‘.:: in peace and security” in a gesture of welcome to
its guests.
ADMINISTRATION

The Palace includes a new building to the right
of the main gate that is currently home to the
administration. It includes offices, an exhibition




area for pictures and souvenirs and a family tree
tracing the ancestry of the Al Nahyan family,
rulers of Abu Dhabi and the ruling house of the
Bani Yas Tribe.

PRIVATE FAMILY RESIDENCE

The private residence of the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan and Her Highness Sheikha
Fatima bint Mubarak is composed of two floors.
The first floor was a reception area for women
calling on Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint
Mubarak while the entire upper floor was
dedicated to Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
and his family.

THEOUTER COURTYARD

Section for the Relatives of Her Highness
Sheikha Fatima

A number of rooms branch off from the outer
courtyard; these include a room for preparing

coffee, accommodation for servants, a store
(albukhar), in addition to the main kitchen. In the
centre of one of the courtyards is a water well
(tawi) and around this, several rooms set aside
for the family of Her Highness Sheikha Fatima
bint Mubarak.

SHEIKH ZAYED’S RECEPTION ROOMS

This section of the Palace houses a number of
reception rooms (majalis) and guest rooms.
Visitors can learn here about the utensils and
methods of preparing coffee.

Opposite this section is the oldest reception
room built in the palace (the Council of Bou
Da’'un), which is named after the palm wood
and branches used in its construction. There
is also a model of the traditional tents of
the period.



THE MAIN COURTYARD

Above the main entrance to the Palace is a
reception area called the barza, which was a
gathering place. The education system can be
viewed by visiting the study room. The inner
courtyard has a model of the Land Rover in
which Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan used
to tour the region to visit the citizens.

Visitors are welcome to take pictures.
Please do not touch the displays in the
Museum.
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